
What is Collaborative Law? 

Collaborative law is a dispute resolution process in which the parties focus on cooperative problem solving. Each 
party hires a lawyer who is specially trained to use negotiation tools and methods designed to meet the interests and 
needs of the parties to the dispute.  The parties and their attorneys sign a Collaborative Law Agreement in which they 
agree to share relevant information, maintain the confidentiality of the process, treat each other respectfully, and hire 
experts jointly if they are needed.   Through the use of a series of four-way meetings, the parties, with the help of 
their lawyers in a safe environment, find mutually acceptable solutions to their issues.  

In collaborative law both the parties and their lawyers agree not to use the court as a decision maker. To ensure their 
dedication to out-of-court settlement, the lawyers stipulate that they cannot represent the parties in court.  If 
agreement cannot be reached and the collaborative process goes to impasse, the collaborative lawyers will withdraw 
from the case. They will then help their clients find litigation lawyers. Unlike litigation, where the decision-making is 
left to judges, collaborative law allows the parties to retain control of both the process and the outcome and to reach 
a resolution that maximizes the well-being of all concerned. 
 
To learn more about Collaborative Law go to:  www.collaborativepractice.com; www.collaborativedivorce.com 
 
The following lawyers are members of the Vermont Bar Association Collaborative Law Committee have received 
training in Collaborative Law and have agreed with each other to be committed to the principles of the process: 
 

Name Town of Practice Phone number E-mail 
Trine Bech Burlington 540-0200 trinkentroll@yahoo.com 
Frederick F. Bethel Burlington 860-1000 fbethel@bloomberg-ohara.com 
Douglas Bishop Burlington 860-1000 dbishop@bloomberg-ohara.com 
Charlene Bohl North Middlesex 685-2283; 229-9908 charlenebohl@comcast.net 
Audrey J. Bryant Burlington 860-7266 abryant@sover.net 
Susan Buckholz Quechee 296-2209 sue@buckholzlaw.com 
Wendy E. Burchardt Montpelier 229-0201 burchardtlaw@aol.com 
Karen E. Cooper Randolph 223-6818; 728-9939 db_cooper_vt@comcast.net 
Emily Davis White River Junction 295-5631 davis@whiteriverlawyers.com 
Susan Disbrow Rochester 767-4842 sdisbrow@sover.net 
Sandra Dombro Burlington 860-1000 sdombro@bloomberg-ohara.com 
Lindsey Huddle Burlington 658-0888 lmhuddle@sover.net 
Deborah Kirchwey Hartland 436-3330 dkirchwey@harvardattorney.com
Laurie Levin Norwich 989-9482 Laurie@LSLevinLaw.com 
Maureen A. Martin Hartland 436-3191 mamesq@vermontel.net 
Daphne Moritz South Royalton 356-5453 daphne@moritzlawoffice.com 
Stephen Murphy Montpelier 229-0444 SMurphlaw@pshift.com 
Susan Murray Burlington 864-0217 smurray@langrock.com 
Eric Parker Burlington 863-5538 ericparker.esq@verizon.net 
Katherine Z. Pope Bethel 234-5677 kzpope@wildblue.net 
Hobart F. Popick   Burlington 864-0217 hpopick@langrock.com 
Jessica Porter Burlington 651-0112 jporter@vimi.org 
Alan S. Rome Montpelier 229-5060 quest@together.net 
Nanci A. Smith Montpelier 262-2900 nanci@nancismithlaw.com 
Phyllis Rubenstein Montpelier 262-3300 per@sover.net 
Brian Valentine Burlington 862-6511 bvalentine@LCLawvt.com 
Bill van Zyverden Middlebury 388-7478 wvzpc@verizon.net 
 


